8th regional forum for IFAD co-funded project in WCA 
“Family farming and agro-industrial development – challenges and prospects”

13-16 May 2014, Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

Concept note for the share fair session
Context of the share fair :
· The share fair is organize in the context of the 7th regional forum for IFAD co-funded project in West and Central Africa, which will take place from 13 to 16 May 2014, in Kinshasa, in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
· The forum aims to create a user-friendly space for exchange and sharing of experiences on the challenges and opportunities of integrating family farming and agro-industry for a sustainable reduction of rural poverty. It will bring together around this theme development actors and projects / programs co-funded financed by IFAD in West Africa and Central Africa.
· The forum focuses on two main objectives : (1) gather and share knowledge, experiences and lessons acquired during project implementation with special attention to the strengths and opportunities as well as the weaknesses and threats affecting the integration of family farming and agro-industry ; (2) Identify the most effective experiences so as to scale them up and ultimately increase the added value of family farming.
Objectives of the share fair:

The main objective of the share fair is to strengthen the knowledge of governments, institutions and other development actors on the challenges and opportunities of the integration of family farming and agro-industry to reduce rural poverty and improve the resilience of Sahelian and West-African populations. The fair will allow exchange of knowledge, experiences and lessons at both programs and political level and highlighted most appropriate strategies for the sub-region. More specifically, it will provide a space for dialogue and sharing of experiences between stakeholders that will facilitate : 
· The mutual learning process on current thinking, practices and lessons learned from the implementation of projects based on the promotion of synergy between family farming and agro-industry in area as the increase in agricultural productivity; the modernization of agricultural value chains; the response to the demand on local/regional/international markets; the strengthening of technological and innovation capabilities; the higher access of value-chain operators to financial services; the participation of private sector; the improvement of infrastructure and access to energy and the promotion of economic growth (especially for approaches in favor of small farms, including women and young people);
· Capitalization of success stories and challenges, as well as lessons learned from selected projects and that could be scaled up;

· Exchange of experiences and enrichment of presentations that will be done during other sessions
Format :
The share fair is planned for 3 hour. This does not provide enough time for a large number of exhibits presentations. Though the available space might accommodate up to 15 exhibits (or more); only 8 to 12
 will be selected for presentation during the visit by participants. Each selected project will therefore prepare a 5 to 7 mn presentation, followed by a short session for comments/questions. A carousel model will be adopted to allow simultaneous presentations. A rapporteur will also be appointed for each of the selected exhibits, to capture the key comments and observations made by the exhibit visitors. Clear terms of reference will be provided to him before the session. 
Process:

Before the fair: identification and selection of projects:
1- A template is sent to project gender focal point or coordinators/directors to be filled out ;
2- Filled templates are collected and assessment is made of space and materials needed for the expositions;
3- All the filled templates are posted on the forum blog (www.8th-ifadforum.blogspot.com) in order to allow their consultation by the others participants; 
4- Selected projects to make a presentation during the fair will received orientation and support to prepare their stand;

5- The Deadline for sending back the templates is April 29th 2014 
During the fair :
1- Exhibition and presentation of lessons learned and experience from projects.

2- Key lessons learned are captured and shared ;

After the fair :

Materials on results, practices, initiatives and lessons learned during the exhibits visits are posted on the blog and the 3SL website (www.3sl-iedafrique.org/v2). The documentation and materials will be organized and disseminate by IED Afrique.
Criteria for the selection of experiences:
1. Relevance to the Forum’s thematic focus 

2. Soundness of results and outcomes

3. “Innovativeness” of approach/process (Value added)

4. Potentiality for scaling up (approach, tools, lessons) by other projects or partners;
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Form for the selection of experience for the share fair :

Please, fill the form and return it no later than April 29th 2014 to asied@iedafrique.org ; copied to sahelvangu@yahoo.fr   
	1- Title of the experience proposed to the presentation
	

	2- Country
	

	3- To which of these 3 themes the experience proposed is linked? (select the corresponding box)
	Modernisation of agricultural value chains
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4- 
	Strengthening of technological and innovation capabilities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5- 
	Promotion of sources of finance for stakeholders in agricultural value chains
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6- To which domain of intervention the experience proposed is linked? (select the corresponding box)
	Value chains
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Infrastructures
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7- 
	Micro-entreprize
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public-private partnership
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8- 
	Rural finance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other (precised) :

	9- What are the main results/outputs achieved by the experience? 
	

	10- What are the 4-5 most important conclusion learned?
	

	11- What is innovative about the experience you want to present ?
	

	12- What are the 4-5 key learning/lessons (for scaling up) you want to communicate to the other projects?
	

	13- What types of materials will you display? List all materials and give details on size of posters
	

	Please tick your choice considering the form of presentation that best suit the way you want to share your practice. The organizing committee, with the support of facilitators may decide the best option.

Presentation in plenary (open session with precise subject)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Panels (group of persons questioned on specific points)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Share fair (sharing of information and experiences in a stand using materials like posters, photos, videos, etc.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 




� Case studies will also be presented during the workshop. Projects can apply for both the share fair and plenary session. Practical steps will be taken for a wide and equitable coverage of countries and projects.





